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On March 16, the City of Forest Hill will celebrate 
its 65th birthday. To mark this event, a citywide open 
house is planned to give citizens an opportunity to see 
inside city operations. Starting at noon on Wednes-
day, March 16, open houses will be held at the fol-
lowing: 
    • New City Hall, 3219 California Parkway 
    • New Fire/Police Substation, 6800 Forest Hill Dr. 
    • New Public Works Facility, 3101 Horton Rd. 
    • New Public Library, 6962 Forest Hill Drive 

There will be treats and tours at each location. 
Public Works employees will be cooking hotdogs, the 
Library will be popping popcorn, City Hall will have 
birthday cake and punch and the Police/Fire Substa-
tion will surprise everyone with their treat. 

Local citizens are encouraged to come by and tour 
the facilities during the open house. In addition, a 
commemorative program will be held at 7 p.m. at 
City Hall. 

T V  c a m e r a s 
rolled, volunteers 
dressed in matching 
t-shirts and students 
pitched in to help 
with what looked like 
an episode from a 
Home and Garden 
special. Harlean Beal 
Elementary was the 
scene of all this activ-
ity on February 15 
where the installation 
of a REAL school 
garden took place. 
This garden is de-
signed to help boost 
academic success, 
nurture healthy life-
styles and connect 
students to nature in 
Forest Hill! It even includes a place for critters 
– a lizard lounge.  

Volunteers from the Forest Hill Lions Club, 
Mercedes Financial and parents and volunteers 

from the school worked together to build, 
plant, move dirt and beautify the garden which 
is located on the north side of the building 
which can be viewed from the parking lot.   

Volunteers move dirt during REAL garden project. 

A joint election with the 
Forest Hill Library District will 
be conducted by Tarrant 
County on Saturday, May 14. 
The election includes Mayor, 
three City Council slots and 
three Library Board seats with 
signups already underway. 

Terms which expire this 
year are: Mayor James Gosey, 
who is presently completing his 
fourth term as Mayor; City 
Council Place 4, presently held 
by Mayor Pro Tem Dulani Ma-
simini who has been acting 
mayor while Gosey is on sus-
pension; City Council Place 5 
presently held by Council 
Member Andrew Sanders who 
is completing four years on the 
Council; and Place 6 held by 
Mustafa Sami who is complet-
ing four years on the Council. 

On the Forest Hill Library 
Board of Trustees, three places 
are up for grabs this year - 
Place 1 held by Charlotte Ho-
gan-Price, Place 2 held by Al-
ice Singleton and Place 3 held 
by Johnnie Turner. 

Those wishing to run for 
office should pick up an appli-

cation at the City Secretary’s 
office at City Hall during regu-
lar office hours. When the ap-
plication is filed, the candidate 
will receive a packet explaining 
various procedures. Candidates 
must reside in Forest Hill and 
must be qualified voters. The 
deadline for filing for a place 
on the ballot for City Council 
or Library Board is Monday, 
March 14 at 5 p.m. The draw-
ing for places on the ballot will 
occur at 10 a.m. Wednesday, 
March 16 in the City Secre-
tary’s Office. The deadline for 
a candidate to withdraw is        
5 p.m. Tuesday, March 22. 

Early voting by personal 
appearance will be held Mon-
day, May 2, through Thursday, 
May 10, weekdays from 8 a.m. 
until 5 p.m. at the Community 
Center.  

The election will be held at 
the Community Center, 6800 
Forest Hill Drive, on Saturday, 
May 14, with polls open from  
7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

For more information, con-
tact the City Secretary at                
817-568-3000.  



Regular City Council -  
February 15, 2011  
   The Forest Hill City Council met on 
Tuesday, February 15, beginning with a 
Workshop with the Planning and Zon-
ing Commission at 6 p.m.  
   At 7 p.m., the regular meeting con-
vened with Council Member Lyndia 
Thomas not in attendance and Mayor 
James Gosey on suspension. Prayer was 
offered by Fire Chief Ed Henderson 
followed by the pledges to the flags. 
   • Sheran Goodspeed Keyton, spoke to 
the Council about a proposal for a Cul-
tural Arts District.  
   • City Manager Sheyi Ipaye’s report 
included:  
   – Update on the City Council budget/
expenditures  
   – Update on Goals and Strategies for 
the upcoming year  
   – Update on the City of Forest Hill 
I.S.O. Rating  
   • During citizens presentations, sev-
eral persons spoke in opposition to a 
proposed “Adult Entertainment Dis-
trict” including: Linda Washington, 
Mitchell Washington, Jerry Bullard, 
Bobby Bryan, Rev. Earl Griggs, Bryan 
Fisher, Peggy Gatlin, John Gatlin, Joyce 
Lewis, and two attorneys. Speaking for 
the district was Dorothy Maxey. Loretta 
Muldrew and Anne Frost also spoke at 
this time on separate, unrelated issues. 
   • No one spoke during a public hear-
ing on a request for a Specific Use Per-
mit for a Motor Freight Terminal Facil-
ity to be located at 6629 Anglin Drive 
as requested by Ted Kukic with H.E. 
Trans Inc.  
   • Public hearings were held on an Or-
dinance Amending the Zoning Ordi-
nance to add an Adult Entertainment 
District and zone changes on ten pieces 
of property to “AE.”  
   • The minutes of January 18, 2011 
regular council meeting were unani-
mously approved in the consent agenda.  
   • The Annual Financial Audit Report 
for fiscal year ending September 30, 
2010 was unanimously approved.  
   • An item regarding approving the 
franchise agreement with Oncor Electric 
was pulled from the agenda.  
   • Action regarding approving an On-
cor Electric rate change was suspended 
at the request of Oncor.  
   • A.Z. Drones from Atmos Energy 
spoke to the Council  regarding Atmos 

Energy’s franchise fee options.  
   • The Council unanimously approved 
the development of a Mayor’s Wall in 
the Council Chamber.  
   • A Resolution ordering and providing 
notice of a general election on the 14th 
day of May 2011 was unanimously ap-
proved. 
   • An item dealing with the financial 
obligation to the City of Forest Hill Mu-
nicipal Pound was pulled by Council 
Member Gerald Joubert. 
   • An item on Sexual Oriented Busi-
nesses (SOB) and Adult Entertainment 
District was pulled by Joubert. 
   • A request for a Specific Use Permit 
for a Motor Freight Terminal Facility to 
be located at 6629 Anglin Drive was 
withdrawn from the agenda.  
   • A variance for a sign to be able to 
cover 75% of the lineal footage of the 
building located at 5020 S.E. Loop 820 
as requested by Global Signs was unani-
mously approved.  
• An item dealing with submission of a 
grant application to the Department of 
Justice for the Police Department was 
removed. 
   • Following lengthy discussion, Coun-
cil Member Joubert made a motion sec-
onded by Council Member Drew Sand-
ers to deny Ordinance No. 2011-02-001 
which would have established an “Adult 
Entertainment District.” Voting to deny 
the ordinance were Joubert, Sanders, 
Sami and Mayor Pro Tem Dulani Ma-
simini. Voting against denial was Coun-
cil Member Damian Dalcour with Tho-
mas and Gosey not in attendance.  
   • Because the ordinance setting up an 
“Adult Entertainment District” was not 
passed, the next ten agenda items on 
rezoning were removed from the agenda 
since that action would not be possible. 
   • The Council voted unanimously to 
remove one member of the Planning 
and Zoning Commission after reviewing 
attendance records and hearing from the 
P&Z Chair, Berniece Taylor-Johnson.  
   • The Council convened into execu-
tive session to discuss various lawsuits 
and personnel evaluations. 
 
Minutes have not yet been approved by 
the City Council and are subject to cor-
rections.  Any changes made will be 
noted in the next month’s news. Minutes 
and other information are available at 
www.foresthilltx.org. 
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The City of Forest Hill's 
Annual Easter Egg Hunt is 
set for 11 a.m. Saturday, 
April 16 at the Community 
Center, 6800 Forest Hill 
Drive. 

• The Easter Bunny will 
arrive in a police car to visit 
with the youngsters! Be sure 
to bring your camera for a 
picture. 

• All youngsters 10 and 
under are invited to bring 
their baskets and hunt for 
eggs! More than 150 prize 
eggs will be hidden along 
with 1,500 other eggs. 

• Light refreshments will 
be served. 

Don’t miss the fun! Info: 
817-568-3000. 

 

Pre-enrollment for Head Start set for mid-March 
The Head Start program of Child Care Associates is recruiting children, three to 

five years of age, living in Tarrant County for preschool education. This program 
includes excellent learning opportunities with experienced teaching staff, nutritiously 
planned meals, a comprehensive medical and dental program and well-maintained 
facilities where parent involvement is encouraged. Pre-enrollment will be held be-
ginning March 16. The Head Start Program meets at Berea Baptist Church, 6901 
Forest Hill Drive. For more information, call 817-483-1227. 
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Public Works Supervisor 
Roberto Duenes, City   
Manager Sheyi Ipaye, 
Council Member Damian 
Dalcour and workers               
examine a collapsed sewer 
line on Carriage Hill Drive 
between Robindale and 
Wagonet. The emergency 
replacement is being                
handled by a local contrac-
tor, SHUC, including in-
stallation of 400 feet of 12 
inch sewer line at a cost of 
almost $24,000 plus an-
other $10,000 for street 
repairs to be done by For-
est Hill crews in order to 
save money on the project. 

Children age four and younger are 
generally not able to safely make their 
way out of a house fire without help. 
This group accounts for roughly half 
of all children deaths and injuries suf-
fered in fires. Children younger than 
five accounted for 52% of the deaths 
of children younger than 16 in fires in 
2007, and were 46% of the injuries 
that year. The absence of a working 
smoke detector has been linked to 
nearly 25% of fatal residential fires. 

Therefore, children need to be res-
cued. If adults don't know what's go-
ing on until it's too late, children are 
going to perish.  

On a national level our numbers 
are getting worse, however, to combat 
this problem, several agencies have 
launched a national campaign to pro-
mote fire safety. FEMA (Federal 
Emergency Management Administra-
tion), will post safety tips and other 
information at www.ready.gov/

kidsfiresafety. FEMA also is promot-
ing a dialogue on Twitter, using the 
hashtag #kidsfiresafety. 

If you need assistance with devel-
oping a fire exit plan for your home, 
or to address your smoke detector 
needs, please contact your local fire 
department officials (Fire Chief Ed 
Henderson or Fire Marshal Randy 
Chapman) at 817-531-5715. 

Safety Comes First! 
 

The City of 
Forest Hill 
and The Tar-
rant County 
C o m m u n i t y 
Development 
and Housing 

Division have partnered to create the 
“Home Owner Rehabilitation Pro-
gram.” 

Eligible participants must meet 
the following eligibility require-
ments: 

•  Have an annual income below 
the HUD established income limits 

•  Own your own home (place of 

residence for at least one (1) year) 
• Have no more than two (2) liens 

placed against the property 
• Meet at least one of the              

following criteria- 
- 62 years of age or older 
- disabled 
- handicapped 
-  family with dependent           

children 
     The types of repairs covered 

include roof, foundation, plumbing, 
electrical and     weatherization. To 
find out more about this program or 
other related programs, call 817-850-
7940 during normal business hours. 

Representa-
tives of law en-
forcement agen-
cies and courts 
from more than 
240 jurisdictions 
across Texas 
announced recently combined efforts to host the 
fifth annual Great Texas Warrant Roundup be-
ginning Saturday, March 5. 

The roundup is designed to target thousands 
of defendants with traffic, parking, city ordi-
nance, penal code and higher charge warrants 
from participating jurisdictions.  It is believed to 
be the largest joint operation of its kind with 
arrests expected to continue for several days.   

Hundreds of thousands of notices were re-
cently mailed statewide by participating entities.  

Numerous counties, justices of the peace, 
constables and municipalities of all sizes will 

participate in the 
roundup. 
Specific informa-
tion as to the num-
ber of outstanding 
warrants, how to 
take care of war-

rants prior to arrest, and any other special 
roundup activities or events may be obtained by 
contacting the representative for each agency.    

Affected persons are urged to contact the 
appropriate jurisdiction or jurisdictions during 
the next two weeks to dispose of their cases vol-
untarily to avoid the inconvenience and embar-
rassment of arrest at home or work in front of 
family, friends or co-workers. If you have out-
standing warrants in the City of Forest Hill, 
please contact the Municipal Court Office at 
817-568-3046. You may also visit our website 
@ www.foresthilltx.org to make a payment.  
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All meetings are subject to change. Look for agenda post-
ings in front of City Hall prior to scheduled public meetings. 
City info available: www.foresthilltx.org. 

March 1 
City Council Workshop and Meeting - 6 p.m. 
– New City Hall. 
 
March 2 
Senior Center Council Meeting, 9 a.m. at 
the Center. 
The Forest Hill News arrives at your door. 
 
March 3 
Senior Birthday Party for those with March 
birthdays. 
 
March 4 
Senior Center Food Day for regular                   
attendees. 
 
March 7 
Blood pressure checks & BINGO – Senior 
Center - 9:30 a.m. 
Historical Commission Meeting, 10 a.m. – 
Library. Interested persons invited. 
Planning & Zoning Commission, 6 p.m., at 
the City Hall. 
 
 

March 9 
Senior Center Craft Class – Embellished 
Photo Frame - 10 a.m. 
 
March 11 
Senior Citizen St. Patrick’s Day Dance. De-
tails – 817-293-8319. 
 
March 13 
Daylight Saving Time begins at 2 a.m. Set 
your clock forward one hour and change 
your smoke detector battery. 
 
March 14 
Blood pressure checks & BINGO – Senior 
Center - 9:30 a.m.  
Parks & Clean City Commission Meeting -     
6 p.m. – New City Hall. 
Police Alumni Association Meeting -                 
6:30 p.m. - Police Station. 
Friends of the Library Meeting - 7 p.m., - 
Library. Info: 817-551-5354. 
 
March 15 
City Council Workshop and Meeting - 6 p.m. 
– New City Hall. 

March 16 
City 65th Birthday Open House, Noon to               
5 p.m. Commemorative program at 7 p.m. – 
City Hall. (See related article.) 
 
March 17 
Happy St. Patrick’s Day  
 
March 21 
Blood pressure checks & BINGO – Senior 
Center - 9:30 a.m. 
Community Development Corporation Meet-
ing - 7 p.m. – New City Hall. 
 
March 28 
Blood pressure checks & BINGO – Senior 
Center - 9:30 a.m. 
Library Board Meeting - Info: 817-551-5354. 
 
April 4 
Blood pressure checks & BINGO – Senior 
Center - 9:30 a.m. 
Historical Commission Meeting, 10 a.m. – 
Library. Interested persons invited. 
Planning & Zoning Commission, 6 p.m., at 
the City Hall. 

 
April 5 
City Council Workshop and Meeting - 6 p.m. 
– New City Hall. 
 

April 6 
Senior Center Council Meeting, 9 a.m. at 
the Center. 
The Forest Hill News arrives at your door. 
 

Neighborhood Watch: 
Neighborhood Watch Meeting is held on the 
first Thursday of the month, 7 p.m., Church 
of Christ in Forest Hill, 3916 Forest Hill Cir-
cle. Info: 817-988-3360. 
 

Library Happenings, Information:                    
817-551-5354 
ESL Classes, Tuesday & Thursdays,                
6-7 p.m., at the Library. 
Chess Club, Thursdays, 4-6 p.m. at the     
Library. 
‘Tween & Teen Nite at the Library,                     
Thursdays, 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. 
Driving Safety Classes –                                       
Info: 817-293-0823. 
Check out the new website: 
www.foresthillpubliclibrary.org. 

Free tax preparation for families with an 
annual income of $50,900 or less is now avail-
able in Forest Hill. The VITA sites offer high 
quality tax preparation services and all sites are 
IRS certified as well as the staff and volunteers. 
Free Individual Taxpayer Identification Num-
bers (ITINs), amending tax returns, and exten-
sions on returns are available. 

Tax preparation will be available though 
April 14 in Forest Hill on Mondays and Thurs-
days, 3 p.m. to 8 p.m. and Tuesdays and Satur-
days from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Community 
Center, 6800 Forest Hill Drive. 

More information is available by calling 
211. 

In addition, free income tax preparation is 
available to all senior citizens and low income 
families each Tuesday continuing through mid-
April from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., at the Forest Hill 
Senior Citizen Center, 7004 Forest Hill Drive. 
Participants are reminded to bring all paper-
work, especially their Social Security cards to 
ensure accuracy. Appointments are necessary 
and are available by calling Center Director 
Bettie Sheffield at 817-293-8319. 
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The Forest Hill Senior Center crowned a king 
and queen at their annual Valentine’s Day 
Party on February 14. Honored were Rev. 
Gene Taylor and his wife, Wanda. They have 
been married for 10 years. She is the mother of 
four boys and he has three girls. Rev. Taylor is 
pastor of White Rock Fellowship Church. The 
senior citizens enjoyed a full day of food and 
fun! They invite all senior citizens to come and 
“hang out.”  For information call, the center at                      
817-293-8319. 


